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Cooper Park Community Garden Members User Agreement 

Rules and Guidelines 

Cooper Park Community Garden (CPCG) is managed by the committee of Cooper 

Park Community Garden Incorporated (Committee) to give members of the CPCG 

(Members) the opportunity to grow herbs, vegetables and flowers for personal and 

communal use.  

Principles of environmental sustainability, organic gardening and community 

participation guide the management of the garden and inform the rules contained in 

this CPCG Members User Agreement (Rules).  

1. WHO CAN HAVE A PLOT? 

Membership entitles an individual or family to engage in communal gardening as part 

of the communal plots (communal plot) and to apply for exclusive use of a non-

communal plot (plot), for a year. Only one plot for exclusive use is available to each 

household. Preference will be given to Members in the order of their membership 

and upon satisfaction of the plot prerequisites. Other individuals or organisations 

may also be eligible for a plot at the discretion of the Committee. 

2. FEES 

There is an annual fee required for a plot (Plot fee).  The Plot fee is distinct from the 

membership fee. The Plot fee will be collected once a year and will be used for 

garden supplies, pest control, irrigation infrastructure, maintenance, social 

gatherings for the Members and other costs as determined collaboratively by the 

Members and the Committee. Membership fees and Plot fees are due on the first of 

January each year and must be paid in full by 28 January. If not paid within 2 months 

of falling due (i.e. by 28 February), in accordance with the CPCG Constitution 

(Constitution), the individual ceases to be a member and the plot will be reallocated 

to a current Member. 

3. APPLYING FOR A GARDEN PLOT 

Members wishing to apply for a plot must complete and sign an application form. 

They must read or have read for them the Rules and agree to be bound by the Rules 

by signing and returning a copy of the signed Rules to the Secretary of the 

Committee.  

 

 



 
 

Version July 2019                                                                                                                                       2 
 

4. MANAGEMENT 

CPCG has a licence with Woollahra Municipal Council to occupy the land of the 

garden and to manage the garden (Licence agreement). The Member will not do any 

act, matter or thing which would constitute a breach the terms of the Licence 

agreement. 

5. ALLOCATION OF PLOTS 

If no plots are available at the time of applying, the Member applicant’s name will go 

on a waiting list and the Member will be advised when a plot becomes available. 

Allocation of plots will be based on:  

•   at first instance, date of membership; and thereafter, 

• date of application, 

• physical needs of the applicant, 

• participation in working bees, talks and fundraisers, 

• type of plants that the applicant wishes to grow. 

6. GATE CODE 

All Members will be provided with a code for the lock to the garden at the time of 

membership completion. Gate must be locked on departure from the garden and if 

only one person present while in the garden. Members must not divulge the code to 

another person without the permission of the Committee. If a code is compromised 

the Member should immediately inform the Secretary of the Committee. 

7. FORFEITURE OF PLOTS 

Plots are not transferable without the permission of the Committee. Members cannot 

give their plot to another person. If a Member no longer wishes to maintain their plot, 

they must advise the Secretary of the Committee. The plot will be reallocated to a 

Member on the waiting list.  

8. PLOT LICENCE 

Each Member is entitled to one plot or part of a plot on conditions. If there are vacant 

plots, they may become available to a Member if no waiting list exists. In those 

circumstances that Member must apply to the Committee to have an additional plot. 

However, when another Member is added to the waiting list that other Member will 

be given priority and therefore Members with additional plots will be asked to hand 

back those additional plots at the end of the season with adequate notice. 

9. RESPONSIBILITIES OF MEMBERS FOR THEIR OWN PLOTS 

9.1 General maintenance of plots 

Members are responsible for the care and maintenance of their individual plots 

throughout the year, even during the winter months. It is the responsibility of 

Members to maintain their plot and the area around their plot, keeping it free of 

weeds, rubbish and any items that may be obstructing the pathways. Mulching of 

garden plots is strongly encouraged to control weed growth. 
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If, for any reason, a Member is unable to tend a plot, for two months or more, they 

must discuss their situation with a Committee Member and make arrangements for 

the plot to be maintained in their absence. If a plot has not been tended or 

maintained for more than 8 weeks consecutively the Committee reserves the right to 

require the member on 4 weeks written notice to tend to the plot or to relinquish the 

plot. 

9.2. Climbing plants 

Members should use stakes for climbing plants, such as tomatoes and beans. If 

Members wish to store stakes when not in use, they should be bundled at one end of 

the garden plot without obstructing pathways. 

9.3. Building and other materials 

Permanent structures must not be built on garden plots or on vacant areas of the 

garden. Members cannot use the garden to store building or other materials or any 

flammable or toxic chemicals. 

In order to maintain presentation standards in the garden and ensure Members work 

in a risk-free environment, Members are required to use materials in plots that are 

sturdy, sustainable and safe. For example, materials should not rust and/or have 

sharp edges. Preferred materials will be provided from time to time for Members’ use 

and a further list of preferred materials will be posted in the garden for Members’ 

guidance. If there is any doubt about whether particular materials or items can be 

used, the Member should contact the Secretary for Committee approval. 

9.4. Additional planting space 

Members who want planting space in addition to their allocated plot i.e.: polystyrene 

boxes, planter boxes and containers, must seek permission to do so from the 

Committee. Once permission is granted Members are asked to put their plot number 

on their boxes so that they can be identified. Those Members exceeding the 

permitted number will be asked to remove their boxes from the garden. Unless prior 

approval has been given by the Committee, all plants must remain within the 

perimeter of the Member’s plot. The Committee reserves the right to prune any 

vegetation which infringes on the passageways or neighbouring plots.  

9.5. Types of plants 

Community Garden plots are for growing herbs, flowers and vegetables. Trees and 

large permanent shrubs are not suitable for garden plots because they may block 

sun to other plots. However, it may be possible to allocate a plot that does not shade 

or affect nearby plots. Members who wish to grow large plants must advise the 

Committee before plots are allocated.  

9.6. Soil 

Members are responsible for improving the condition of the soil in their plot. It is 

important that nutrients are put back into the soil after every season as plants use up 

the nutrients in the soil as they grow. This can be done by adding manure, compost 
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and mulch. When a Member hands back (forfeits) their plot, under no circumstances 

are they permitted to remove any soil from their plot.  

10. GENERAL CONDUCT IN THE GARDEN 

Members and visitors should respect the gardens as community spaces. Members 

and visitors must not remove any plants or equipment from another Member’s plot 

without the Member’s permission. Likewise, plants and equipment must not be 

removed from other areas in the garden without the approval of the Committee.  

Wilful damage to any area of the garden will not be tolerated. Each Member has the 

right to quiet enjoyment of the garden.  

Threats or abuse of any form will not be tolerated.  

Unless decided otherwise by the Committee, and at its absolute discretion, the 

consumption of alcohol or any form of substance abuse will not be tolerated in the 

garden. Members are not permitted to enter the garden under the influence of 

alcohol or any other illicit substance. Smoking is not allowed within the fenced area 

of the garden and all rubbish must be removed upon leaving the garden. 

11. DEALING WITH PROBLEMS OR CONCERNS IN THE GARDEN 

Dealing with garden related issues is the responsibility of the Committee. If Members 

have any concerns about the garden or about other Members they are strongly 

encouraged to contact the Committee on the number advertised in the garden from 

time to time or via email to the Secretary at cooperparkgardeners@gmail.com. 

The Committee will deal with such matters efficiently and in a fair and reasonable 

manner in accordance with the CPCG Constitution. 

12. MAINTENANCE OF COMMON GARDEN BEDS AND PUBLIC AREAS 

All Members are expected to take responsibility for the care, maintenance and 

development of common garden beds and public areas in the garden. The 

Committee encourages ‘active gardening’ and at least 1 hr per week is required as a 

condition of being allocated a plot. This includes: 

• Removing weeds along the border of garden plots and pathways adjacent to      

garden beds. 

• Picking up and disposing of any rubbish around the garden. 

• Participating in at least three (3) working bees/ clean up garden days per year. This 

does not necessarily mean heavy labour. There are many simple ways of 

contributing to the communal nature of the gardens. The Committee will inform 

Members of the dates of these working bees/clean up days. 

13. WASTE MANAGEMENT 

Compost bins and worm farms are in the garden and all Members may use them as 

a means of reducing kitchen waste, e.g. fruit and vegetable scraps, egg shells, 

leftover rice, noodles etc. These recycling systems help to reduce household waste, 

and support the production of good compost for use in the communal garden plots. 
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Members are encouraged to contact the Committee if they need advice about using 

the compost facilities and should follow the guidelines and notices for composting 

and worm farms, posted from time to time. 

14. WATER MANAGEMENT 

All Members are required to adhere to the guidelines for water use outlined by the 

Committee which will be displayed in the garden. All Members are asked to avoid 

wasting water in the garden. Hoses should be hand held and should not be left 

running unattended. The use of watering cans is strongly encouraged. Please follow 

the instructions for proper use and storage of the hose and use of the main tap. 

15. CONTROL OF GARDEN PESTS 

No toxic chemicals for pests and weeds are to be used in the garden. Members can 

use safe, environmentally friendly products such as garlic or rhubarb sprays. The 

Committee reserves the right to control garden pests on plots and in the garden 

generally, when necessary. 

16. GARDEN TOOLS 

Members must provide their own tools, e.g., hand trowels. Larger garden tools will 

be kept for the communal use of the Members and to be used only in the garden. 

Garden hoses must remain connected to the tap and contained so that they do not 

create a trip hazard 

If any garden equipment is missing, Members should report this to the Committee as 

soon as possible. 

17. CHANGE IN CIRCUMSTANCES 

Members must advise the Committee of: 

• any change in their address or telephone number. 

• if they are no longer eligible to keep their plot. 

• if they are unable to tend their plot for two (2) months or more. 

18. OTHER MATTERS 

18.1. Animals 

Dogs, cats and other pets must not be brought into the garden, other than Guide 

Dogs, registered companion animals or official animals of the NSW Police.  

18.2. Garden security 

Members must close and lock the garden gate if they are the last to exit the garden. 

If a combination lock is in use, the dial should be scrambled. 

Members must lock the shed if it is not in use and when they exit the garden. 
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18.3. Visitors to the garden 

All visitors to the garden are the responsibility of the Member who has invited them 

into the garden. 

18.4. Children in the garden 

Children are welcome in the garden however a responsible adult must supervise 

children at all times. 

18.5. Sale of Garden Produce 

Plots are available for personal and communal use only. Members are not permitted 

to sell plants that have been grown in the garden. The use of plots for growing plants 

commercially is not permitted unless it is for fundraising purposes as permitted by 

the Constitution, the Committee and the Licence agreement. 

 

 

These Rules may be amended or added to from time to time in accordance with the 

CPCG Constitution and the Committee will make every effort to ensure that an 

updated copy is displayed in the garden. 

 

By signing this copy of the Rules I/we acknowledge that I/we have read, understood 

and agree to be bound by the Rules. 

 

 

Signature………………………………………………….  Date: 

 

 

Print name……………………………………………….. 


